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This special issue of BBA Bioenergetics contains the 
collection of extended abstracts by most of the invited 
lecturers to the 9th European Bioenergetics Conference 
(EBEC), held in Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium, on August 
17-22, 1996. 
It is clear from the papers presented in this issue that 
the bioenergetic research field has reached an explosive 
point not only because of the wide scope of the offered 
methodologies but, above all, because of two main events: 
(1) the fast increase in the knowledge of structure at the 
atomic level of energy-transducing systems that, with the 
help of kinetics - without which no mechanism can be 
known - and with the new powerful role of genetics, will 
allow us to understand their mechanisms at the molecular 
level and to describe subtle structure-function relation- 
ships, (2) the tremendous interest on mitochondrial dys- 
functions that is developing in the medical world for a 
variety of diseases of genetic, infectious, immunological 
and oncological nature as well as for cellular aging and 
death. The present issue also provides up-to-date informa- 
tion on procaryotic and plant bioenergetics to recall the 
unity of bioenergetics into the diversity of the living world. 
We wish to thank the staff of the Editorial Secretariat of 
BBA for the realization of this special issue and the 
reviewers of the manuscripts for their help in the editing 
process. 
A.M. Corbisier-Colson, Chairman and F.E. Sluse, Secre- 
tary, 9th EBEC, Louvain-la-Neuve 1996. 
